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Training and Doctrine Command

Fort Monroe, Virginia 23651-1047

10 January 2005

(Expires 10 January 2007)

Safety
TRADOC PORTABLE SPACE HEATER POLICY

Summary. This circular establishes policies, procedures, and responsibilities for the use of
portable space heaters in field training and operations. The next revision of TRADOC Reg 385-2
will incorporate this guidance.

Applicability. This circular is applicable to all TRADOC units, activities, and organizations.

Suggested improvements. The proponent for this circular is the TRADOC Safety Office. Send
comments and suggested improvements on DA Form 2028 (Recommended Changes to Publications
and Blank Forms) through channels to Commander, TRADOC (ATCS-S), 5 North Gate Road, Fort
Monroe, VA 23651-1048. Suggested improvements may also be submitted using DA Form 1045
(Army Ideas for Excellence Program (AIEP) Proposal).

Availability. This publication is distributed solely through the TRADOC Homepage at
http://www.tradoc.army.mil/tpubs/cirndx.htm.
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1. Purpose. This circular prescribes the responsibilities, policies, and procedures for the use of
portable space heaters in field training and operations.
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2. References. Required and related publications are listed in appendix A.

3. Explanation of abbreviations and terms. The glossary contains abbreviations and special
terms used in this regulation.

4. Responsibilities. Commanders will ensure any portable space heater TRADOC activities,
organizations, or units use meets the requirements of this circular.

5. Overview. Use of any portable space heater in field training and operations represents a high
risk to soldiers if it is not set up and operated properly. Commercial portable heating devices are
especially dangerous. Heaters pose both a fire hazard and a serious inhalation hazard from products
of combustion and fuel vapors. If not properly vented, gases from the combustion of liquid fuels
create an environment where, over time, low concentrations of these poisonous gases can cause
death and permanent disability.

6. Policy and procedures.

a. Commercially procured space heaters are not authorized for use in Army field training or
operations. TRADOC activities will procure and use only heaters the U.S. Army Soldier Systems
Center authorizes for Army use. Information regarding these heaters is available on their web site
at http://www.natick.army.mil/about/pao/pubs/warrior/99/septoct/hotstuff.htm. Commanders will
publish written standing operating procedures that embody the principles of this policy.

b. The following procedures apply to authorized space heaters:

(1) Have competent individuals, familiar with leak test procedures, set up heaters. Only
personnel trained, tested, and licensed in accordance with (IAW) AR 600-55, chapter 6, will operate
heaters. The responsible unit fire or safety representative will inspect each heater before use.

(2) Setup, add fuel, use, and maintain heaters IAW the applicable Technical Manual (TM).
Only use fuels the applicable TM specifies and approves for use.

(a) T™M 9-4520-257-12&P, available on Army Knowledge Online (AKO) web site:
https://akocomm.us.army.mil/usapa/tech/DR_pubs/DR_aa/pdf/070472.pdf.

(b) TM 10-4500-200-13, available on AKO at
https://akocomm.us.army.mil/usapa/tech/DR_pubs/DR_aa/pdf/028377.pdf.

(3) The only authorized modifications to heaters are those that either a Modification Work
Order or Safety of Use Message approve.

(4) The use of any non-vented heater is prohibited. Use the vent stack provided with the
heater to vent the heater to the outside of the tent, structure, or shelter.

(5) Ensure all heaters are equipped with an emergency fuel shut-off.
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(6) Set up heaters on a firm and level fireproof base, located in a marked area free of clothing
or combustible material.

(7) Ensure a fire watch is on duty any time solid or liquid fueled heaters are in use. Brief the
fire watch on procedures for fire fighting with appropriate extinguishing agent and early recognition
of signs of carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning.

(8) Do not operate heaters while unattended.

(9) If the fuel tank is a separate component of the space heater, locate it on the outside of the
tent or shelter.

(10) Do not use CO detectors. Carbon monoxide detectors are not designed or proven for
outdoor use and do not have a means for calibration. Used in an outdoor environment, CO detectors
provide a false sense of safety and early warning.

Appendix A
References

Section I
Required Publications

AR 600-55
The Army Driver and Operator Standardization Program (Selection, Training, Testing, and
Licensing)

TM 9-4520-257-12&P
Operator’s and Unit Maintenance Manual Heater, Space, Radiant, Large

TM 10-4500-200-13
Heaters, Space: Radiant Type, Portable and Immersion: Liquid Fuel Fired, for Corrugated Cans

Section 11
Related Publication

TRADOC Reg 385-2
TRADOC Safety Program

Glossary

Section I
Abbreviations

AKO Army Knowledge Online
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CcO carbon monoxide

IAW in accordance with

SBCCOM U.S. Army Soldier Biological and Chemical Command
™ Technical Manual

Section 1I

Terms

Carbon monoxide detectors

Carbon monoxide detectors are small electronic devices designed to detect low levels of carbon
monoxide in the atmosphere. They are used as a backup, but not as a replacement for proper use
and maintenance of fuel-burning appliances.

Emergency shut-off
A manual control used to restrict/stop the flow of fuel to the heater.

Fire watch
A person assigned the duty of ensuring operating heaters are functioning properly and to warn and
evacuate designated area in case of emergency.

Vented
A system with exhaust gases and fumes released outside of premises/structure.

Non-vented
A system that allows release of heater exhaust gases and fumes inside premises/structure.

Portable space heater

Heaters that allow the user to position them in the most suitable location and are intended for
temporary use. These heaters are designed for quick assembly/disassembly and are easily
transported.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

OFFICIAL: ANTHONY R. JONES
Lieutenant General, U.S. Army
Deputy Commanding General/

Chief of Staff
/signed/
JANE F. MALISZEWSKI
Colonel, GS

Chief Information Officer




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


